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secure returned to situations that made him and his family feel insecure. Laws
and agencies were created to assist him. Without public support they can ac-
complish little. But now the public does not have to salve its conscience by
treating the soldiers well. No longer does it feel guilty at not sharing their
hardships, and so it has become more apathetic and indifferent to the needs
of the veteran. However, those thoughtful Americans who are aware of the
plight of many of our returned soldiers will continue to direct intensive
thought, planning, and action toward helping them solve their problems. It
will be dramatically tragic if such is not the predominant point of view and
effort of our nation.

After months and years of being provided for and told what to do and
when to do it, many veterans among us discovered that it took special effort to
assume the initiative again. This was particularly true of the younger men
who had not long been free of parental control before they were subject to
Army direction. They had to learn or relearn independence of decision and
action.

We have now been home long enough to be ready to take stock of our-
selves, our emotional, social, economic, and political relationships. After a year
or two of trying to catch up on all the things which we missed during our
period of military servitude we can and should take the time to look about
and realistically evaluate what we have, what we want, how we can get what
we need and wish for, what our obligations are to others. This kind of think-
ing should be done in terms of family, community, national, and interna-
tional affairs. Certain facts must become axiomatic in our minds.

We are now citizens first and veterans second.4

Enriched living is a combined responsibility of the individual and the
community.

There is an important time element involved in civilian reintegration of
an individual who has been in military service for 3 or 4 years. He did
not become a soldier in a week and he may not become a civilian immediately.

The public is glad and willing to lend every assistance to its fighters
BUT resents being imposed upon.

The civilians contributed to the winning of the war in so far as they were
called upon or were able.

Some of the problems which many veterans face are similar to those re-
suiting from civilian situations which cause long separation from home and
a, marked change in fee character of one's life.

, * Tfais is the commendable motto of the American Veterans' Committee. The principle has
%$gI emphasized by G, Brock Chisholm and other psychiatrists since 1944 when the dis-
;^Jatigees ww last returning to civilian life*